400             Mrs. Thratis coarse flattery.        [A.D. 1775.
On Saturday, May 8', I dined with him at Mr. Thrale's, where we met the Irish Dr. Campbell2. Johnson had supped the night before at Mrs. Abington's, with some fashionable people whom he named; and he seemed much pleased with having made one in so elegant a circle. Nor did he omit to pique his mistress* a little with jealousy of her housewifery; for he said, (with a smile,) 'Mrs. Abington's jelly, my dear Lady, was better than yours.'
Mrs. Thrale, who frequently practised a coarse mode of flattery, by repeating his bon-mots in his hearing4, told us that he had said, a certain celebrated actor was just fit to stand at the door of an auction-room with a long pole, and cry ' Pray gentlemen, walk in;' and that a certain authour, upon hearing this, had said, that another still more celebrated actor was fit for nothing better than that, and would pick your pocket after you came out6. JOHNSON. 'Nay, my dear lady, there is no wit in what our friend added; there is only abuse. You may as well say of any man that he will pick a pocket. Besides, the man who is stationed at the door does not pick people's pockets; that is done within, by the auctioneer.'
•   Mrs. Thrale told us, that Tom Davies repeated, in a very bald manner, the story of Dr. Johnson's first repartee to
1 A misprint for April 8.
a Boswell calls him the ' Irish Dr. Campbell,' to distinguish him from the Scotch Dr. Campbell mentioned ante, i. 483.
3 See ante, i. 572.
* Baretti, in a MS. note in his copy of Piozzi Letters, i. 374, says:— ' Johnson was often fond of saying silly things in strong terms, and the silly Madam [Mrs. Thrale] never failed to echo that beastly kind of wit.'
5 According to Dr. T. Campbell, who was present at the dinner (Diary, p. 66), Barry and Garrick were the two actors, and Murphy the author. If Murphy said this in the heat of one of his quarrels with Garrick, he made amends in his Life of that actor (p. 362):—' It was with Garrick,' he wrote, 'a fixed principle, that authors were enti-tied to the emolument of their labours, and by that generous way of thinking he held out an invitation to men of genius.'
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